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CHAPTER I — PROBLEM AND PURPOSES 

The main purpose of the U. S. Office of Education- -Syracuse 
University First Grade Reading Study was to determine the effect 
of three different approaches to the teaching of beginning reading 
as measured by the achievement of children completing the first grade. 
The study also Investigated the reading achievement of boys as compared 
to girls; the achievement of children categorized as high, average, 
or low in mental ability; the strength of relationship between readiness 
test scores and subsequent achievement. 

The study was part of a larger, cooperative effort sponsored 
by the II. S. Office of Education. The total program included twenty- 
seven studies dealing with one aspect or another of the problem 
of teaching beginning reading. The effort was cooperative in the 
sense that a Coordinating Center was established at the University 
©f Minnesota and the twenty-seven project directors, at various 
meetings and conferences, agreed on common measures of achievement 
to be administered an' 7 common background data to be collected. 

Each of the twenty-seven studies will be reported individually. In 
addition, a comprehensive analysis of the data from the individual 
studies will be done by the Coordinating Center research staff under 
the direction of Dr 0 Guy Band and Dr, Robert Dykstra. 



